Many young Americans are in Afghanistan and Iraq facing the challenge of
their lives.
Please take a moment to reach out to someone who is a long way from home.
It would mean a lot to them to hear from you.

‘Who are we reaching out to?

The Bryn Mawr College (BMC) Pen Pal Project is reaching out to the American servicemen of the 3
Battalion, 504" Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82" Airborne Division, currently deployed to Afghanistan.
Through letters and care packages, we hope to boost the morale of American soldiers during a very difficult
time.

‘Why are there Americans in Afghanistan?

There are about 8,000 U.S. troops in Afghanistan pursuing soldiers of the former Taliban regime and
the al Qaeda network blamed for the September 11, 2001 attacks on the United States. Our soldiers are also in
Alfghanistan to patrol the border with Pakistan to prevent weapons from entering into Afghanistan.

‘What can I do?

1. You can write a letter of support and send it to the Pen Pal Project at the address below. Please
include your name and return address. Your letter will be delivered directly to a soldier in Afghanistan who
may not be getting a lot of mail. The address to send letters to is: .

The Pen Pal Project
Box 1553, Bryn Mawr College =
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 Y

~

2. You can also contribute $25 to have a care package delivered on your behalf directly to a soldier.
Fach care package will contain an assortment of items specifically requested by the military such as prepaid
international calling cards, stationery, disposable cameras, toiletries, and snack items. Please make checks
payable to Neighbors Helping Neighbors, and write in the check memo -care package. Feel free to include a
personal message to be included with the care package. Send your contribution to:

Neighbors Helping Neighbors
¢/o Arlene S. Harrison
34 Gramercy Park East
New York, NY 10003
News update:
On April 1, 2003, the soldiers were informed that they will not be returning home in June as expected. Due to
the current situation in the world, their deployment has been extended indefinitely.

For more information, please contact The Bryn Mawr College (BMC) Pen Pal Project at:
penpalproject@brynmawr.edu.
~ Thank You ~
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Many young Americans are in Afghanistan and Iraq facing the challenge of
their lives.
Please take a moment to reach out to someone who is a long way from
home.
It would mean a lot to them to hear from you.

Who are we reaching out to?

The Brzn Mawr College (BMC) Pen Pal Project is reaching out to the American servicemen of the 3™
Battalion, 504" Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82" Airborne Division, currently deployed to Afghanistan.
Through letters and care packages, we hope to boost the morale of American soldiers during a very difficult
time.

Why are there Americans in Afghanistan?

There are about 8,000 U.S. troops in Afghanistan pursuing soldiers of the former Taliban regime and
the al Qaeda network blamed for the September 11, 2001 attacks on the United States. Our soldiers are also
in Afghanistan to patrol the border with Pakistan to prevent weapons from entering into Afghanistan.

What can I do?
1. You can write a letter of support and send it to the address below. Please include your name and return
address. Your letter will be delivered directly to a soldier in Afghanistan who may not be getting a lot of
mail.
2. You can also contribute $25 to have a care package delivered on your behalf directly to a soldier. Each
care package will contain an assortment of items specifically requested by the military such as prepaid
international calling cards, stationery, disposable cameras, toiletries, and snack items. Please make checks
payable to Neighbors Helping Neighbors (a community service organization that has partnered with us for
this project), and write on the check “for care package”. Feel free to include a personal message to be
included with the care package.
The address to send letters and donations to is:

The Pen Pal Project

Box 1553, Bryn Mawr College

Bryn Mawr, PA 19010

News update:

On April 1, 2003, the soldiers of the 82" Airborne Division deployed to Afghanistan were informed that they
will not be retuming home in June as expected. Due to the current situation in the world, their deployment
has been extended indefinitely.

For more information, please contact The Bryn Mawr College (BMC) Pen Pal Project at:
penpalproject@brynmawr.edu.
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Many young Americans are in Afghanistan right
now facing the challenge of their lives.

Please take a moment to form a friendship with
someone your age who is a long way from home.

It would mean a lot to them to hear from you.

THIS IS

e A chance to reach out to
another human being

THIS IS NOT

e Support for U.S. foreign
policy

e A vote for President Bush

e A dating service

O e s i

For more information, please contact
penpalproject@brynmawr.edu

~ Thank You ~
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Post-bac brings realities of war to Mawrters and moral
support to troops oversees through letter-writing campaign

Sarah Friedman

Nevwy Editor

Nick Cohen, a Bryn Mawr post-bac, was
surprised at the reacrion he got from Bryn
Mawr undergrads when they encountercd
him soliciving letiers for U.S. paratroepcry
satoned in Afghanistzn. "1 was worried
that students wuuld not want (o participare
beciuse they do noe sgree with current US,
loreign policy,” explains Cohen.

This concern has lessened as, over the
past faur weeks, Cohen has received aver 200
letters, which he has sent 10 the 82 Airbome
Division, Cohen attribiztes chis succoess tu his
emphasis. T tried 10 make it ¢lear from the
srart that rhix ix not about puolitics, it ix abowt
caring abour people who fecl homesick and
perhaps forgatten.”

Cohen doss nor helieve thar scudenis
mux be pra-war o wupport seldiers.  But
he does caution that tonc is impariant when
aildrexsing and queuionirg 1.5, policy isvaes
in letrers. Tlt is nac approprizte ro begin your
letter wirh T dow’t think the U.5. should have
men in Afghanistan.”™ He addds that che let-
ters that studenis have shaced with him have
focused on school, inrerests, and guestions
simcd at gening 1o know the soldier.

Siudent Christine Bohanak, BMC '04,
who participared in l'._'.'ohc‘r'l'.s-campaig_n. -
plained how her palivcal views relate ra her
pery pal involvement. "l believe chat war is
inevigable, and whether [ 2gree or disagree
witht military zction, 1 respect and admire
anyone who serves aur cauntry.”

Letters have been sent cut in groups, with

the first package arriving on Feb, 14, and 2
texponse package due in the next fow weeks.

Through email correspondence last
week, Cohien was notified that a fire clearced
the camp’s pharmacy and barbershop and thar
water and smake damage pur the compurer/
phone center out alservice, Cahen moquested

Nick Cohen, BMC post-bac, recrults students to write letters 1o
(1.5, paratroopers stationed in Afghanistan,

bac alfice.

Since January, Cohen has been ralking
wath students, asking them ro write. Ata table
he sets up an Friday and Sunday inotning at
Exdman and Haffner, Cohen displays pictures
of the wroops in Afghanistan who the studenes

can correspond with, Hle has a lurge map of

Afghanistan
that points
sut wherc the
82~ Airbornc
Division s
stationed,
and a sheet of
informarion
dexeribing
their living
conditions
and the dan-
gers thar they
facc.

He plans
0 cantinue
to ask stu-
denus for
letters tor the
remainder of

Sarsh Friedmar

that students and peost-bacs donate soap,
wothpasee and razors, which he scnt w Af-
ghatistan. A second cinail from Afghanistan
inclicared thag the package was "2 huge hit”
with the soldicrs.

In addiien 1o recciving suppon fromvun-
desgraduate and past-bacsmudenes, Cohen hax
received a mini-grant fram the Community
Service Oifice and envelopes from the Post-

the scmicsicr,
alternating berween the twa dining halls,
and occasionally ar the Campux Center at
lunch. He alse has an emai account 1oire-
ceives guestions from students. , and encour-
ages students 1o send leters o soldicrs to his
campus box, Box 1553, which he forwards
to Afghanistan.

Soudene Kirbi Krisfialusi, BMC 05, con=
tributed to Cohicn's Jetrer writi ng campaign.

She waid of her motivation, "I have a lot of
friends who are over seas ag this time, and not
enly are they morally discouraged, buv they
tell me that zlmowt everyonce clse is x5 well.”

“I do not want the men and women who
are protecting our country to feel fike this. |
muight er might nor sapporr the reason they
are.oversean, but that does nat mean that T do
not support them, because | do, whate heart-
edly no matter what they are daing,”

Cohen is alzo motivated by personal
conacctions. Unsil the swnmer of '02,
when he became a post-bac, he was sccond
in command for 1 Company of paratroopers
in the 82 Airborne Division. Alter graduat-
ing from Wexleyan Universigy in 1997 with
a degree in philesephy, he cnlisted in the
U3 army ;

"1 was Jooking for 3 challenge. [ wanted
to do somcthing adventurons. When guys
my age sk me why 1 joined she army: 1 ask
them why they didn'r.” When he heard that
his old unit was preparing to go 10 Afgham-
stan, Cohen arranyped ta speind New Yeaes in
Fort Bragg North Carclina, where they were
stationed.

The inspiration for the pen pal praject
carne then., when the soldiers asked Cohen o
ask studenis o write ta them.

Bohanak zppreciates the educational
possibilities ef havimg a pen pal. “Honenly,
I inpe to make 2 now friend while possibly
finding our what current conditions are like
in Afghanistan. Tt is casy for us o sif back in
our plush dorm rooms and forger thart there
are men and woemen OUR AGE, our serving
our coaniry,”



Gramercy soldier’s
letters of support

By Heather Klopfer

A Gramercy Park soldier has
launched a drive to shew sup-
pott and love for American men
and women serving with his
former unit in Afghanistan,

Nick Cohen, 28, is asking
residents to waite letiers 1o the
tireops of the Parachute Infan-
iry Regiment's 82nd Airborne
Division,

“The campaign is about car-
ing for people who feel bome-
sick and, perhaps, forgotien,”
said Nick.

*This is a chance to reach
out to another human being. It
is not about support for US
foreign policy and it is not a
vote for President Bush, nor is
it a dating service.”

MNick — son of Gramercy
Park Block Associalion Presi-
_ dent, Arlene Harrison — served
as a Ranger with the 82nd Air-
borne¢ Division from 1997-
2002, after graduating from
Wesleyan College with a degree
in philosophy.

It was while serving with
the US Special Forces that Nick
said he heard his real calling —
te become a doctor.

“1 knew | wanied to become
a doctor after serving as sec-
ond-in-command for a com-
pany of paratroepers in the
82nd Airborne Division,” he ex-
plained.

*“I bave jumped oul of air-
planes many times and it can
be very merve-wracking.

"Somelimes, a doctor would
jump with you and then, all of
a sudden. there was this pal-
pable calm. & was comforting

to know that if something went
wrong, you would have some-
one right there that would be
able to help you. That was the
rale [ was meant to play.”

The 82nd Airborne Division
15 the Jargesi putachute force
in the {free world and is ready
to deploy anywhere, at any
time,

“It is important that we, as
American cilizens, recognize
their efforts,” said Cohen, who
is now studying medicine at
Bryn Mawr College in Pennsyl-
vania,

It was at Bryn Mawr that he
decided to laurch bis letter
writing canpaign last month.

Nick began asking fellow
studems to get involved by
sendiug a loving message that
Amecricans at home were
thinking of the soldiers as they
embarked on their brave mis-
sions,

Continued on Page 10,

GOQD DEED — Nick Cohen.

Nick explained, “The
first lefter wrilten is
anonymous. Onpce |t
reaches a soldier, they
will then have the appur-
tunity 10 reply and start 3
hack-and-forth pen pal
drrangeitent.

“All the letters are
the letter distribution was
not random, adding,
“Sgt. Cottrell looks for
soldiers who are nat pet-
ling a lot of mail, As a
morale booster, he Joaks
for soldiers that maybe
need the extra support
and possibly are down
and feeling lonely.”

Just [as1 week, Sgt.
Cotreft wrote 10 MNick
saying, “We got your
package and thank yau
s much for  your
thoughts, time and effort.
It was such a morale
houster for the soldiers. |
am grateful that there is
g0 much support for us
al your college.

"l am encooraging all
of the guys here to write
back imimediately. Thank
you &0 much for what
you have done Yor oor
soldiers. It is extremely
appreciated. You have
done so much, and gonc
out of your way to make

a difference im  the
soldier's morale,”™
Mick has advised

people aking part te keep
their letters an a personal
level and not to include
their vicws on the aciions
of the military ar the gov-
crmment. He explained,

managed by my former
Platoon sergeant, 5gi. Ri-
chard Cotirell. He is a
key leader of this pra-

gram and is in charge ol

the mail that comes in
and poes out of Kandahar
[Afghanistan),™

Nick explained how

"My peneral recommen-
dation is (o tell the person
who yeu are and what's
going on in your life, in
order to open up a con-
versation on a personal
level, 1 1ell them not te
mention the war and
whether or not you sup-
port the idea,

“Those leiters that are
the most persenal make it
easy lo slart a friendship.
Semeone who is writing
a letter is in tum going lo
ke suppantive of the lu-
man being over there, mot
necessarily the palilics.
50, ullimately, oni who js
wriling should never pass
Judgment on their volon-
teered services of doing
what their counlry has
asked them to do.”

Jen Nanstee|, a student
at Bryn Mawr, explained
how Niek helped her de-
velop a pen pal refation-
ship with a soldier say-
ing, "Military life is so
far removed from my ex-
petience that it never oc-
corred to me that the re-
cipient of my letter would
be a regular person, just
like nie,

“It wums out that he is
a regular guy with whom
I have a great deul in

commen — college, hob-
bies, a future career in
medicine,

“I'm not sure where |
stand on this war, but |
da know that | stand be-
hind our military person-
nel. And even though |
don’t really knaow 1his
young man with whom |
correspond, every single
night | say a prayer for
him."

Jamie Bessich, another
student at Bryn Mawr in-
vaived in the project, ex-

plained how she was
codrlinuing a family 1radi-
tion of support for our
military.

“Shen | was in grade
school, my mother had
my sister and | invelved
in 'Dear Abby's' letter
writing to soldiers cam-
paign. It was something |
did fior many years, and it
was & dear part of my
life. When | met Nick, |
decided 10 get invalved
olLe again, doing some-
thing | kad much experi-
ance with.,”

The traops of the
BZnd Airborne Division
are part of a major mili-
lary presence in Afghani-
stan since the US gusted

TownsVillage
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the Taliban from power
and sent twrror lord
Crama Bin Lades running
far tie hills. As part of an
international peacekeep-
ing furce, lheir aim is 1o
help the country make
the transition to a demogc-
racy.

For details on how to

become  involved in
Mick's  letter-wriling
ciEmpaign, residents
shauld cantact

penpalproject
abrynmawr.eduy.

All leners should be
addressed 1o Mick Cohen
for shipmenl overseis al
oo Mick Cohen, Box
1553 Aryn Mawr College
By Mawr, PA 19010,
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FRONT LINE — The T&V community has been quick to organize support for the men and
women of the armed forces, such as the soldiers from the 82nd Airborne Division, who sent us
this picture from Afghanistan.

Honoring - America’s heroes

By Linda Barr

Neighborhood residents
have been rallying to support
the men and women of the
armed forces and emergency
services on the front lines of
the War on Terror both here
and abroad.

Once again, big-hearted East
Siders have organized in a mas-
sive show of support for the
heroes, co-ordinating activities
ranging from letter-writing
campaigns to feeding hungry
cops working round the clock
as part of the city’s Operation
Alras.

Gramercy Park resident and
former 82nd Airborne Ranger,
Nick Cohen, is running a cam-
paign to support his former
army buddies by inviting local
residents to send them letters.

“These letters can be such
morale boosters,” said Nick,
who is now studying medicine
at Bryn Mawr College in Penn-
sylvania.

At backOfficenyc on East
18th Street, owner Mardy
Sitzer is helping the families of
servicemen and women wish-
ing to ship mail and packages
to their loved ones serving in
the Middle East.

Mardy has also generously
offered a free box and packing
services to anyone sending
items to a soldier on a military
installation from
backOfficenyc and she will
post any letter weighing an
ounce or less to any soldier.

“It is the least we can do to
support our troops,” she said.
“I just hope they all come
home safe and soon.”

And, Gramercy Park’'s
Neighbors Helping Neighbors
project has renewed an appeal
to provide meals for the offic-
ers of the New York Police De-
partment Emergency Service
Unit on East 21st Street.

“These officers are once
again working around-the-
clock serving at the forefront
of our city’s counter-terrorism
efforts and our aim is to show
that we continue to care,” said
Arlene Harrison, one of the co-
ordinators.

Town and Village would also
like to pay tribute to the men
and women from the neighbor-
hood who are serving the na-
tion in a special Honor Roll.

We'd like to hear from the
families in the area who have
loved ones serving in the Guif

and, in upcoming editions, we
hope to bring their stories to
readers and list their names and
service in our Honor Roll.

Please write with details
and, if possible, photographs,
to: T&V Honor Roll, 30 East
23rd Street, Third Floor, New
York, NY 10010 or fax: 212-
T77-1535.
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Penpal program brings soldiers a little love from home

By Heather Klopfer

Residents who would like to correspond with
members of the Army's 82nd Airborne Division
serving in Iraq and Afghanistan can do so, thanks
to Gramercy soldier, Nick Cohen.

Last week, T&V featured a report on the 28-
year-old fermer 82nd Airborne Ranger's campaign
to support his former army buddies.

Nick — now lraining as a doctor at Bryn Mawr
College in Pennsylvania — hopes these lctters will
be a morale booster to the soldiers overseas,

Nick is asking his fellow Bryn Mawr students,
and any interested area residents, to write “person-
alized” letters 1o the soldiers. He explained, “My

general recommendation is that you tell the person
wheo you are and what's going on in your life, in
order to open up a conversation on a personal level.
I tell writers mol to mention the war or their poliu-
cal position.”

Nick has advised people taking part to keep their
lelters free from governmental opinions or views,

“Thase letters that are the most personal make it
easy lo start a [riendship. Someone who is writin
a letter is in turn going 1o be supportive of the indi-
vidual over there, not necessarily the politics.

“The letiers arc distributed among soldiers who
don'y get a lot of mail and we have already been

told they give them
great support.”

For details on gelting
invalved in Nick's cam-
paign, cmail him directly
at penpaiprojects
@bryninawr.edu.

All letters should be
addressed to Nick Cohen
for shipment overseas at
c¢/o Nick Cohen, Box
1553 Bryn Mawr College
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010,

NICK COHEN
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Pen pal project gathers steam-in Gramercy Park
Hecked” mﬁwmwm,
_letters they receive are discouraged

By Heather Klopfer

An army pen pal
project initiated by
Gramercy Park native
and Airborne Ranger,
Nick Cohen, has sparked
a flood of letters from his
former neighbors to
American servicemen of
the 3rd Battalion, 504th

- Parachute Infantry Regi-
ment, 82nd Airborne Di-
vision, currently deployed
to Afghanistan.

Nick, a medical stu-
dent at Bryn Mawr Col-
lege (BMC), launched the
BMC Pen Pal Project last
month and invited his fel-
low students to write to
his buddies from his old
unit.

When he extended the
invitation to Gramercy
Park residents, they de-
lighted him with their re-
sponse.

« “I have already re-

ceived a-lot of letters in
response to recent T&V
coverage of our project,”
said Nick. “I’m coming
to the end of my aca-
demic year and it is good
to know I can find resi-
dents in my neighbor-
hood that want to con-
tinue this effort.”

Through personalized
pen pal letters from resi-
dents here in the States,
Nick hopes to help boost
the morale of American
soldiers.

Anyone who wishes to
participate can write a
letter of support and be-
gin a lifelong friendship
with a soldier who is sta-
tioned overseas.

The letter will be deliv-
ered directly to a soldier
in Afghanistan who may
not be getting a lot of
mail. The personalized
note of support will show
one brave and honorable
service man or woman
how much Americans at
home care about them.

Nick explained that the
American families of de-
ployed soldiers in the 82
nd Airborne Division
have been notified that
their loved ones will not
be returning home just

yet, as originally ex-

more vital than éver,”
said Nick.

He added, “People
who choose to Write
should keep in mind that
there is a six week turn-
around period in the mail
that is being brought

if they don’t hear back
right away.”

. All letters should be
sent to: The Pen Pal
Project, c/o Nick Cohen,
Box 1553, Bryn Mawr
College, Bryn Mawr, PA
19010.

Send troops a care package

The Neighbors Helping Neighbors Project is
calling on residents to help support troops over-
seas by making 2 $25 donation to create indi-
vidual care packages.

Led by Gramercy Block Association President,
Arlene Harrison, and her son, Nick Cohen, (see
story above) the community group has organized
a way to send personal letters of support to sol-
diers deployed in Afghanistan and Iraq, as well as
a way to have care packages delivered directly to
the soldiers.

Residents can contribute a $25 donation to
have a care package delivered on their behalf.
Each package will contain an assortment of items
specifically requested by the military, such as pre-
paid calling cards, stationery, disposable cameras,
toiletries and snack items.

Anyone who wishes to send a package can
send donations ¢/0 Arlene Harrison, 34 Gramercy
Park East, New York, NY 10003 with checks
payable to ‘Neighbors Helping Neighbors.” Resi-
dents should note that they are to write in the
check’s memo space the words “care package.”

It is encouraged that anyone who sends a
package, send a personal note of support as well
to include their return address to make it as per-
sonalized as possible. -
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Thanks for supporting soldiers

To the editor:

Thank you, Town & Village, for your coverage of
the efforts of Nicholas Cohen, a young Gramercy
Park resident who is helping to facilitate ways for our
community to provide letters of support and care
packages to our servicemen and women of the
Army’s 82nd Airborne Division, who are serving our
country in Afghanistan and Iraq.

You and he are providing a valuable service to
them and to those of us who live here and want to be
of help. We are grateful to them, to Nicholas Cohen,

and to your newspaper.
4 e Kathleen Scupp

Gramercy Park
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Troop care packages

By Heather Klopfer

Neighbors Helping Neighbors, a community organi-
zation co-ordinated by Arlene Harrison of the
Gramercy Block Association, has come up with a way

_to enable residents to send care packages containing
an assortment of items to troops in Afghanistan and
Iraq.

Through the organization’s channels of communi-
cation, Harrison and her son, Nick Cohen, a Ranger
with the 82nd Airborne Division of the US Army, have
already initiated the project and hope for a great deal
of feedback.

“As a mother, I think of these young men and
women who have been sent by our government to Af-
ghanistan and Iraq as children. Many of them are in
their late teens and early twenties and many are my
son’s friends and 1 want to help.

“Nick and I want to use our abilities to show as
much support as we can,” said Harrison.

“For weeks, these young people have seen demon- .
strations of anti-war all over the world. We want them
to know that we are proud of them and that they have
our full support.”

Because of Nick’s position in the military, he has
direct contact with his former Platoon Sergeant, Rich-
ard Cottrell, who has the ability to direct the care
packages to soldiers.

Inside the care packages will be an assortment of
wish-list items, such as toiletries, pre-paid global call-
ing cards, disposable cameras, sunscreens and snack
items.

Anyone who wishes to participate can send a $25
donation — checks payable to Neighbors Helping
Neighbors — To Care Packages, Neighbors Helping
Neighbors, c/o Arlene S. Harrison, 34 Gramercy Park
East, New York, NY 10003.
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Residents remember
America’s heroes

By Heather Klopfer

As the US govern-
mient came wnder criti-
cism for placing the ¢ri-
sis in Afgianistan on the
back burper while it
cencenlrates on fraq, a
Gramerey Park soldier
lims brought the reality of
e situation there home.

Nick Cohen, 28, a
former Ranger in 1he
B2nd Airbome Divisjon
of the 504th Parachute
Infantry currently de-
ployed in Afghanistan,
was devastated 1o hear
one of his former ¢al-
leagues had been killed
and seven wounded dur-
ing a firefight on April
25,

“l was shocked to

NICK COGHEN

hear the news. [ can't re-
ally belicve it,” said Nick.
“I renlize now that |
thought they were invin-
cible.”

Several hundred US
iroops continue to serve
in Afghanistan to help
build a new govermnment,
onec year alter the LS and
coalition forces success-
fully ousted the Taliban
and sent Al-Queda leader,
Osama Bin Laden ander-
ground,

Nick explained how US
Forces operating out of
Shkin Firebase in eastern
Afghanistan were involved
in a firefight with anti-
coatilion militants on the
moming of April 25 when
the soldier was killed,

The news came as
Demaocratic presidential

candidate, Senator Bab
Graham, (D- Florida.)
accused President
George W. Bush of aban-
doning the situation in
Afghanistan te concen-
traie on the war in lrag.

Graham <laimed that
Al-Queda had been al-
lowed ta re-group and
said it was vital othey na-
tions be brought in to
help rebuild [raq and thus
cnable the US to carry
out effective foreign
policy throughout the re-
gion. 2

However, while the
politicians argue, Cohen
is determined not o for-
gel the men and women
serving in Afghanistan,

Last month, he
launched a letter writing
campaign and invited his
Gramercy Park neighbors
to write to servicemen
and women in Afghani-
stan as a way to boost
their morale,

*I have been receiving
tons of leiters in response
to T&V’s coverage,” said
Cohen, whe iﬁdcurrenl-iy
studyi medicine at
Br}'? hr?ﬁ\ﬁrr College in
Pcnnsylvania.

“it's great to see my
reighbors witling to help
and get involved,™

The soldier’s mother,
Arlene Harrison,

Gramercy Block Associa-
tiow President, is also
belping him coordinate a
care package progran.

packages are per-
sonal gifts that conlain
items such as sun block,
snacks, pre-paid phone
cards and other toiletries
with a friendly letter of
rccognilion and friend-
ship.

Harrison said, “The
people of Gramercy
Park, Stuyvesant Town
and Peter Cooper Village

have respended over-
whelmingly.

“Hundreds of voung-
sters from our schools
have sent us cards 1o be
forwarded to the troops
and members of the ocal
churches and synagogues
have also helped tremen-
dousiy. We are very
grateful for ull 1his sup-
W"_'.

Anyone interested in
contributing to the care
package program should
send a $25 check 1o 34

RED LETTER D&Y — Soidiers serving in Alghanistan welcame Gramercy mail,

Qramerey Park, Mew
York, NY 10003, All
checks should be made
payable 10 “Meighbars
Helping Meighbors™ and
the words “care pack-
age™ writlen in lhe check
memo space.

Residents interested in
wriling lefters to service-
men and women of the
&2nd Airborne Division
should address their Jet-
ters to Nick dircctly at
Boex 1553, Bryn Mawr,
PA 190190,





