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SAMUEL J. TILDEN 35 

State, and almost as president of the United States 
has given the Park its greatest political -distinction. 
During that most critical period in the history of 
the United States, when the election of Tilden or 
Hayes hung in the balance, when it was even a 
question whether there might not be another civil 
war, Samuel J. Tilden was living in the house now 
occupied by the National Arts Club on the south­
erly side of Twentieth Street, and th~ . eyes of the 
nation were focused upon Gramercy Park. For 
years previously Tilden had been conspicuous .as a · 
political power. His public service in breaking up 
the Tweed Ring and in bringing many of its ·meqi:.. 
hers to justice led to his election as governor of the 
State and the reputation and confidence which he 
gained as a reform governor led to his nomination 
for the presidency. The Park often echoed to ·.the 
strains of political bands and witnessed the glare of 
torchlight processions of enthusiastic supporters, 
when the headquarters of the presidential c·~m­
paign of 1876-1877 was at No. 15, but no political 
excitement ever disturbed the Sphinx-like calm 
which was Tilden's most striking characteristic. 
When the Electoral Commission rendered against 
him a decision which he believed, and which many, 
if not a majority of hjs countrymen believed, was 
based upon fraud, he nevertheless accepted it as 
conclusive and advised his countrymen to do the 
same. Recognizing, as he must have done, the 
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injustice of this decision as it affected him per­
sonally, his action could only have been inspired 
by the highest patriotism, and he should be 
honored as one of the very few great men of the 
Republic who have surren dered their highest 
ambition for the good of their country. Such an 
experience would have embittered many a man, 
especially one who had led such a solitary exis~nce 
as Mr. Tilden, but it is another evidence of his 
inherent nobility of character that by his will he left 
practically all of his large estate to the people of the 
City of New York for the establishment of a public 
library, the form of gift which he believed would be 
of the greatest benefit to the greatest number. 
This bequest led to the consolidation of the Astor 
and Lenox libraries with the library proposed by 
Mr. Tilden, which has given New York City the 
Public Library, one of the City's most _precious 
possessions. Henry Watterson in his recently pub­
lished Looking Backward describes Tilden as the 
nearest approach to an ideal statesman he had ever 
known, and gives a picture of him in his home : 

To his familiars Mr. Tilden was a dear old bachelor 
who lived in a fine old mansion in Gramercy Park. 
Though sixty years of age he seemed in the prime of 
his manhood; a genial and overflowing scholar; a 
trained and earnest doctrinaire; a public-spirited, 
patriotic citizen, well known and highly esteemed, who 
had made fame and fortune at the bar and had always 

' 
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been interested in public affairs. He was a dreamer with 
a genius for business, a philosopher yet an organizer. · 

Tilden was fortunate in having as his biographer, 
his friend and neighbor, John Bigelow, who knew 
him well, and appreciated all his fine qualities. 
Mr. Bigelow was one of Tilden's executors and 
was himself the last survivor of the group of 
men who made the Park famous during the last 
century. He lived at No. 21 for thirty years and 
died there in 1911. But many still recall his 
venerable figure and massive gray head, the very 
embodiment of the dignity of age, and recall the 
keen sympathy and quick intelligence with which 
to the very last ·he greeted his many visitors. 
Few, however, recall the important part which he 
played at a most critical period in the history of the 
nation, when in 1865 by appointment of President 
Lincoln, he represented the United States as 
Minister Plenipotentiary at the Court of France. 
At this time the issue of the Civil War was uncer­
tain and the sympathies of Napoleon and his 
government were so strongly on the side of the 
South that gunboats for the Southern Confederacy 
were built in the imperial shipyards and equipped 
from the government ordnance stores. Mr. Bige­
low worked in season and out of season to make it 
impossible for these vessels to get to sea without 
an open breach between France and the United 
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was a diplomatic triumph d his success p . 
States, an . ortance to his country. revi-
of the utrnost :111P b ad Mr. Bigelow had been 
ous to his g?1hng ha. ro intimate friend, William 

· ted wit 18 d h"l assoc1a the Evening Post, an w t e 
Cullen Bryadnt, tond all of his literary skill and 
abroad he evo e d 
. ·t to counteracting the . propagan a 
1ng~nul1 y d ted on behalf of the Southern active y con uc . 
C f d He also aided the Government in one eracy. . . . 
disposing of its securities abroad, a_nd like his gre~t 
predecessor, Franklin, he was instrumental m 
securing financial aid from Holland, when ~he 
'' cotton bonds'' of the Con£ ederacy were proving 
a seductive investment to the capitalists of other 
European countries. Returning to New York 
after having accomplished his onerous and difficult 
diplomatic task with success and distinction, and 
resuming his literary labors in the quiet -seclusion 
of Gramercy Park~ he wrote the Life of Samuel J. · 
Tilden and finally Retrospections of · an Active 
Life. He . was richly entitled to describe his life 
as ':active," for when not engaged in national 
service he gave the greater part of his time to 
matters of local interest and importance and held 
numerous public positions, from that of a member i the Tilden Commission, which broke up the 
p a:f-1 R!ng, to the presidency of the New York 

~-
1
c Library. It was a tribute to his remarkable 

v ity that he was elected president of the Cen-
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tury Club in his eighty-ninth year and he held that 
office until hi~ death -. At the memorial meeting · 
which was held in his honor the appreciation of the 
club was happily expressed by one of the speakers , 
who said: 

John Bige\ow deserves, and will receive . £tom all 
who knew him and from all who come to understand 
the work that he did, cordial gratitude and the largest 
possible measure of appreciation as a sturdy, courage­
ous, and able national representative, a skilled diplo­
mat, a Christian gentleman, and a great citizen. 

LAY STONE ON STONE 

But the Park has an architectural as well as a 
biographical story, and if we inquire as to the up~ 
building of the sixty-six lots which Mr. Ruggles 
lai4 out on his map, it · appears from the City 
Directories that it was not until about 1851 that 
they . were nearly all built upon and occupied. 
Even then there were a number of vacant lots but · 
the growth of population is indicated by the 
establishment of churches in the vicinity. 

The first church to be built near the Park was 
Calvary Church, at the northeast comer of Fourth 
Avenue and 21st Street, which was erected in 1846, 
from the designs of James Renwick, and the 
rectory was built at the same time. The Church 
had previously occupied a site on Fourth Avenue 
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h St t having been organized in 1836. 
near 3ot ree , . h fi 

F ncis L Hawks, D.D., was t e rst 
The Rev. ra · . · · 

f th Church in its new edifice and during 
rector o e · d 1 · · · bency the Church increase great y 1n his mcum 
numbers and strength. He was succeede~ by the 
Rev. A. Cleveland Coxe, D.D., ~ho resigned to 
accept the bishopric of W e~tern New York, w~en 
the Rev. Edward A. Washburn, D.D., of Phila­
delphia, was chosen as rector. Upon his death, in 
i881, the Rev. Henry Y. Satterlee, D.D., was · called 
to the rectorship, which he held until 1896, when 
he became Bishop of the Diocese of Washington, 
D. C. Dr. Satterlee was well described by Theo­
dore Roosevelt as a ' 'practical idealist ; he preached 
realizable ideals, and then practiced them. He 
not only helped in the reform movement for the 
City as a whole, but he was a power for good in his 
immediate neighborhood.'' During his rectorship 
of fifteen years he infused new life and activity 

• into the Church, greatly increased the attendance, 
which included many of the Park residents, and 
established extensive missionary work on the East 
Side. His personal charm and fine devotion to his 
~alling made him greatly beloved by his parish­
ioners and a power in the Church at large. It is 
one of the distinctions of the Park that it has 
produced two bishops and been the home of a 
third, for Bishop Greer was for several years one 
of its residents. 
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The land for the Friends Meeting House, with a 
frontage of 106 feet on the Park, was purchased 
in 1855 for $24,000, and the edifice, which was · 
completed in 1857, has a long record of social as 
well as religious usefulness to its credit. During 
the Civil War the members . of the Society took 
an active interest in the cause of the negroes ., or 
''Freedmen,'' as they were then called, and in 
supplying their needs, and the third floor of the 
building was used as a sewing-room for making 
garments. In addition to its usual meetings the 
Society has conducted an American mission and 
a_ school for men of the very poorest class, with an 
attendance of several hundred, who are provided 
with breakfast and given instruction and amuse­
ment. .The '' annual meeting'' is the event of the 
year and in former days its occurrence was evi­
denced by the throng of gray-bonneted or gray­
coated figures which were seen in the Park, but of 
late years the picturesque and distinctive garb has 
almost entirely disappeared. 

The Unitarian Church of All Souls was built in 
1855, and architecturally is of exceptional inter~st 
as it was modeled by Wray Mould, an English 
architect, after the Basilica of San Giovanni, erected 
on an ancient foundation in the fourteenth cen­
tury at Monza in Northern Italy, which it ~losely 
resembles both in design and color, and in the 
contrast of color afforded by the alternate layers 
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of terra cotta and Caen stone. The first pastor 
of the church was the Rev. Dr. Henry W. Bellows, 
one of our great citizens. Eloquent in the pulpit, 
and on the platform, he was a powerful force in 
the nation during the Civil War, and as the presi­
dent and one of the founders of the United States 
Sanitary Commission, he rendered a service of 
inestimable value. · Through this great organi­
zation, which was the predecessor of the American 
Red Cross, and which Dr. Bellows extended over 
the entire country and administered with inspiring 
enthusiasm and consummate . ability, over fifteen 
million dollars was contributed for the relief of our 

' 
soldiers in food, medical supplies and comforts, and 
over five millions in money, and the great moral 
issues of the war were brought home to every 
Northern household. Through his work for the 
Commission he was closely associated with Presi­
dent Lincoln and Secretary Stanton and was one of 
their most trusted and efficient supporters. He 
was also actively interested in City affairs and was 
one of the founders of the Union League Club, the 
Century Club, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, . 
and.the Children's Aid Society. He was also the 
adviser ?f his neighbor and parishioner, Peter 
Cooper, 1n the founding of Cooper Institute, and as 
the founder and president of the National Confer­
ence of -Liberal Churches he was a leading member 
of the Unitarian Church. As a memorial of Dr. 
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Bellows a full-length bronze tablet, executed by 
Saint-Gaudens, has been placed in the south tran­
sept of the Church. · 

Among those who were associated with Dr. 
Bellows in his work for the Sanitary Commission 
were George Templeton Strong and Miss Louisa 
Lee Schuyler. Mr. Strong was the treasurer of 
the Commission . He was a man of broad culture 
anq. an author of ability. A graduate of Columbia 
Colle.ge, he -became one of its trustees and was one 
of the founders of the · School of Mines.. He was 
also the .president of ·the Philhar-monic Society 
and at one time Controller of Trinity Church. 
Miss Schuyler, when a -young .woman ., was one of " 
Dr. Bellows's most ardent workers and · devoted 
herself to the cause of the Union with the patriotic 
spirit of her distinguished ancestors, General Philip 
Schuyler and Alexander Hamilton. Throughout 
the Civil War she gave herself untiringly to fur­
ther the efforts of the Commission to provide 
our troops with medical supplies and care, and 
displayed the ability which she showed in l~ter 
years in organizing th~ Bellevue Training School 
for Nurses and the State Charities Aid Associa-. 
tion, and in establishing State Care of the In- · 
sane. In recognition of Miss Schuyler's many 
and important public services Columbia Univer­
sity conferred upon her the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Laws. 
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During the period of the Civil War, while 
Dr. Bellows and the Sanitary Commission were 
supplying the needs of our troops at the front, 
the quiet of the Park was shattered by something 
very like the din of war, for during the Draft Riots 
of July, 1863, when negroes were strung up to 
lamp-posts and the negro ·Orphan .Asylum was · 
burned, Gramercy Park was in the midst of the 
turmoil. "From the Cooper Institute to Forty­
sixth Street," says the Memorial Hist~ry of New 
York, ''Third Avenue was black with human beings 
who hung over the eaves of the buildings, filled 
the doors and windows and packed the street from 
curb to curb." Chief of Police George W. Walling, 
in his Recollections says: "At Third Avenue and 
Nineteenth Street, I learned for the first time~ that 
riotry was in progress. I was told that the mob : 
had attacked an enrolling office in Third A venue, 
driven off the police and set fire to the building.'' 
Dr. Austin Flint recalls that he made the acquaint~ 
ance of Dr. William T. Lusk, when the latter "was 
in command of a detachment in Gramercy Park 
during the draft riots of 1863"; and the Minutes 
of the Park Trustees show that two years later 
they applied to the Government, unsuccessfully, 
to be reimbursed for '' the expenses incurred by the 
Trustees of the Park in consequence of its occu­
pation by a military force during the July riots in 
1863." Augustus Saint-Gaudens .. at this time 
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lived near the Park and in his autobiography he 
describes the riots, and comments that "later on, 
as the storm lessened, it was strange to see two 
cannon pos'ted in Twenty-first Street at the north­
east corner of Gramercy Park, pointing due East 
in the direction of the rioters.'' . 

Happily the P~rk soon resumed its peaceful 
tenor, and its home life went on as before, perhaps 
even more actively than at present, for, though it 
is difficult to realize, it is none the less the fact, that 
in the early 6o's Gramercy Park was only a little · 
northward of and very near the social center of the 
City, as that was represented 

1
by the Academy of 

Music on Irving Place and Fourteenth Street, 
then the only opera house which the City possessed 
and the scene of all large social functions. Here 
was given the ever famous ball to the Prince of 
Wales on his visit in 1860, and at least two gener­
ations of old ·New Yorkers, living in the '' Age of 
Innocence," associate with the Academy all their 
recollections of Italian Opera, Philharmonics, 
College · Commencements, and public receptions. 
No part of the city, it may be safely asserted, 
has preserved its original character so consistently 
or retained its appearance with so little change. 
In 1883 one of the first cooperative apartment ( 
houses built in New York displaced several of the 
old dwellings at the east end of the Park, and in 
later years this has been followed by three other . 
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apartment houses, but there still remain most of 
the original houses built in compliance with the 
requirement of the trust deed that ther, should be_of 
brick or stone and should be at least three stones 

high." 
A CLUB CENTER 

The first of the numerous clubs which have 
now centered about the Park was The Players, 
founded in 1888 by Edwin Booth to promote 
'' social intercourse between the representative 
members of the Dramatic profession, and of the 
kindred professions of Literature, Painting, Sculp­
ture and · Music, and the ·Patrons · of the Arts.'' 
Mr. Booth presented No. 16 to the Club, after the 
house, remodeled and decorated by Stanford White 
with his consummate skill, had been q,dapted for 
use as a club. The foremost actor of his time, 
Edwin Booth, was one .of the Park's most famous 
residents. Representing all that is b~st and most 
inspiring in dramatic art, and possessing the mys­
terious power which held his audiences under a 
spell, he _added the generosity of a large e:1,nd noble 
heart and it was characteristic of him that he 
d~dicat~d. the much-loved home in which he spent 
h1~ declining years to his fellow players. The ad­
~able statue of Booth, which represents him in 
his favorite rt>le of ''Hamlet,,, and now forms the 
central feature of the Park, was erected by The 
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Players and is both a tribute to his genius and 
an expression of grateful affection. The unveiling 1 
of this statue on November 13, 1918, is to be 
remembere d as one of the most interesting inci­
dents in the history of the Park, and the address 
of John Drew, the president of The Players, de­
livered on that occasion, may well be quoted here: 

1 , 

From the poet to whose genius Edwin Booth dedi-
cated his great powers of interpretation I may well 
take my cue today. You remember that line in The 
Merchant of Venice-· "Such harmony is in immortal 
souls." Out of the immc:>rtal memory of Edwin Booth 
there has flowed the harmony to which we -owe this 
statue, the harmony of many men, working steadily '· 
and devotedly together to do honor to his · rtame. 
Amongst members . of The Players, th~· club which he 
founded and gave not only to his own profession but 
to the other arts, the ·monument was planned and 
made possible. The Players have fashioned it. The 
bronze was modeled by the sculptor, Edmond T. 
Quinn. The pedestal was de~igned by the architect, 
Edwin S. Dodge. And that it stands now amid these 
trees, upon . which Booth loved to gaze from the 
windows of his home yonder, is due also to the courte­
ous cooperation of the Trustees of Gramercy Park, 
who from the start have sympathized with our project. 
An immense good will, my friends, has carried the 
project to its successful completion. I speak of it 
with feeling. It is as the gift of a company of loyal, 
loving hearts that I accept, on behalf of The Players, 
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this statue of the noblest Hamlet the American stage 
has ever produced, our leader and our friend. 

Inspired, perhaps, by the example of The 
Players, the next club to recognize the advan­
tages of the Park as a site was the National Arts 
Club which acquired the Tilden mansion, Nos. 14 
and 15, with its garden extending to 19th Street, 
upon which has since been erected an apartment 
house for the use of members of the Club. During 
its occupancy, the Club has not only done much 
''to promote the mutual acquaintance of art lovers 
and art workers," as its constitution contemplates, 
but also to create a colony of artists around the 
Park and in its vicinity. In 1905_ the Columbia 
University Club purchased the -house No. 18 
Gramercy Park, at the corner of Irving Place, 
which had been built by Luther ,C. Clark in 1853, 
and upon its removal to larger quarters in 1917, 
the house was rented by the Army and Navy Club 
which now occupies it. A year or two later the 
Princeton Club rented the house on the northerly 
side of the Park at the corner of LexingtonAvenue, 
formerly the home of Stanford White, where it was 
succeeded by the United Service Club, made up of 
officers of all the allied armies, during the continu­
ance of the war. The "Tech Club," composed of 
graduates of the Massachusetts Institute of Tech­
nology, occupies the old Gerard house, adjoining 
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the Columbia Club. Another of the group is '' De 
Hollandsche Club'' (The N ~therland Club), which 
purchased No. 4 in 1913, and aims to make it the 
center of the activities of the Hollanders in this 
City. The sight of the orange, white, and blue 
flag which is occasionally displayed on the Park 
flagpole should assure its members that their 
presence is welcome. The membership of the 
various clubs represents every phase of art and 
literature, and philanthropy has its special place in 
the hotel for the women workers of the New York 
City Mission and Tract Society, built by Mrs . 
. John S. Kennedy, at the westerly end of the Park. 
Nor is the Park without its place in literature, for 
Arthur B. Maurice in New York .in Fiction tells us 
that No. 2 was the residence of ''Mrs. Leroy" in 
Hopkinson Smith's Caleb West, and that the most 
dramatic scene in the novel of Edgar Saltus, The 
Truth about Tristram Varick, was laid in the old 
Field house. -

FORMER RESIDENTS 

So many men and women, well known in their 
time, and representing much that was best in the 
.life of the City, have been Park dwellers that it is 
impossible to do more than add a few names to 
those already mentioned, but among these should 
be included Clarkson N. Potter, a son of Bishop 
Alonzo Potter, who was an influential member of 

.4 
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Congress for ten years and president of t~e _Ameri­
can Bar Association; Henry H. Anderson, a promi­
nent lawyer and president for many years of the 
University Club; Robert G. Ingersoll, w~o nomi­
nated James G. Blaine at the National Republican 
Convention in a speech which ._ brought him na­
tional fame as an orator; James A. Scrymser, who 
was the successor of Cyrus W. Field as the pro­
moter of ocean cables, and established cable 
communications with Central and South America 
and Mexico; and William Gaston Hamilton, a 
_grandson of Alexander Hamilto11:, who as an 
engineer was associated with his ·neighbor, Mr. 
Scrymser, in his c~ble undertakings. 

Nor should it be forgotten that at No. 10 ·, as 
early as 1851, Miss Henrietta B. Haines estab­
lished her famous s_chool for girls which for many 
years was the fashionable source of education 
of the young· womanhood of New York, and was 
supposed to add the highest finish to the charms of 
Nature. Let us hope that some of her pupils have 
left descendants among that army of babies, who 
have been. sunned in their carriages, or who as 
boys or girls have played and romped in the 
Park,. and. unconsciously reveled in its air and 
sunshine since Dr. Hawks reminded Mr Ru 1 
th t "M · gg es a : an makes buildings but God make 
space." s 

Two-historic names are so closely associated with 
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the Park that they cannot be omitted, although 
they were not dwellers on the Park; Washington 
Irving, who lived for a time at the so11:thwest 
corner of ·Seventeenth Street and Irving Place., 
which ide~tifies his name with the neighborhood; 
and Theodore . Ro9sevelt, who was born and lived 
during his _boyhood but orie block distant, in 
Twentieth Street; at No. 28, which is to be pre­
served as ·a memorial of him. No great stretch of 
the imagination · is needed to visuali~e the ge,:iial 
author of the Knickerbocker History and the 
youthful president of the -United States in the long . 
procession of old and young which the Park has .. 
welcomed within · its ·gates. 

. ' . 

As a park given to . the prospective · owners of • · 
the land surrounding it and held ·in trust f9r t~os~ 
who have made their homes around it; Gram.er~y 
Park is unique i~ this City, and perhaps in this 
country, and represents the only neighborhood, 
with possibly one exception ·, which has remained 
comparatively unchanged for more than eighty 
years. In a city where the tide of progress has 
swept from the Battery, once the center of social 
life, almost to the Harlem so. relentlessly that but 
few traces have been left of the family life of a 
former century, the Park is one of the City's land­
marks. Walled in by skyscrapers and looked 
down upon by the Metropolitan tower, the Park 
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preserves its quiet seclusion, and its trees and 
lawns bring new cheer to its residents and passers ~ 
by with every recurring spring; risit)g generations 
continue to discover in it a happy playground, and 
perhaps a few of the older generation .. recall the 
men and women whose lives are interwoven in its 
history. 
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Charles Augustus Davis 
Thomas L. W eils 
Robert D. Weeks 
Thomas R. Mercein 
Philo T. Ruggles 
Norman White 
James W. Gerard 
William Samuel Johnson 
Alexander M. Lawrence . 
Eben B. Crocker 
Charles P. Kirkland 
Curtis Judson 
Samuel J. Tilden 
Robert T. Woodward 
Cyrus W. Field ,-
B. Wesley 

· Jonas H. Lane 
George R. Read 
William G. Hamilton 
Henry H-. Anderson 
James W. Pinchot 
Stuyvesant Fish 
Henry W . . Poor 
John Hone 
George Zabriskie 
John E. Cowden 
Grace Bigelow 
John B. Pine 

Appointed or 
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Elected 

1831 
1831 
1831 
1831 
1831 
-1844 
1844 
1844 
1854 
1854 
1854 
1874 
1874 
1874 
1877 
1877 
1877 
1885 
1885 
1893 
1893' 
1893 
1903 
1903 
1908 
1908 
1916 
1916 

Died or 
Retired 

Resigned 1866 · 
Resigned 1844 
Resigned 1854 
Died 1844 
Resigned 1844 
Resigned 1854 
Died 1874 
Resigned 1854 
Resigned I 877 
Resigned I 866 
Resigned I 877 
Resigned 1885 
Died 1886 
Resigned 1877 
Died 1892 
Resigned 1885 
Died 1908 
Resigned I 894 
Resigned 1903 
Died 1896 
Died 1908 

Resigned 1908 
Died 




